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Plan to join us for EATBETA Summer 2021 Mission 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, EATBETA Summer 2020  

Mission has been postponed to summer 2021 
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In this Issue 

Get Involved 

You can get involved with EATBETA in various ways including donating, partnering, or volunteering.  

For a additional information on how you can get involved, please visit www.eatbeta.org/involved   

EATBETA International Foundation is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization 

 

Contact Us 

For more information about EATBETA’s efforts and programs, please contact us: 

P.O. Box 1190,  Euless, TX 76039 

 (214)226-8249/(214)884-5114 

 info@eatbeta.org  

https://eatbeta.org/involved/donate/
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Timely Clean Water! 
EATBETA water wells have been a blessing during COVID-19 

 In 2018, when EATBETA perceived the idea of facilitating the construction of water wells, the goal was to provide 

clean and disease-free water to Ugandan rural areas where water shortage is a serious problem. Little did we know that in 

2020, with the outbreak of the Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19) pandemic, clean water would be even more urgently need-

ed. According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), keeping hands clean is especially important to help 

prevent the coronavirus from spreading. Hands should be thoroughly washed and rinsed with clean running water.  

 Unfortunately, for a majority of rural communities in Uganda, clean water is not easy to find; villagers often have to 

travel several miles to a clean water source. The water wells EATBETA is facilitating have become a source of clean water for 

both drinking and washing hands. By the end of 2020, EATBETA will have facilitated more than twenty water wells. Besides 

the other EATBETA programs carried out in rural communities, it is evident that the need for more clean water wells is now 

much greater; we cannot emphasize this enough.  

 In constructing a water well, the villagers are involved in the process; either by digging the hole themselves or by 

providing local materials, such as bricks or sand, needed in the construction of the well. Then EATBETA uses funds raised 

through donations to build the water well and to purchase materials which the villagers cannot afford—such  as cement, hand 

pump, water tanks, pipes, etc. Involving the villagers yields two important benefits. Firstly, villagers take ownership of the pro-

ject and they feel engaged in the process. Secondly, it helps to minimize the construction cost to about $2,000 per water well. 

If you would like to donate towards a water well, please visit www.eatbeta.org/water-wells for more details. 

A young boy washes his hands at an EATBETA facilitated water well in Kamuli district, Uganda 

https://eatbeta.org/water-wells/
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Why EATBETA? 
The efforts of  EATBETA are crucial at this time  

 In an article published by SciDev.Net entitled “Africa’s smallholders to bear the brunt of COVID-19,” which is fea-

tured in this newsletter on page 6, it is mentioned that “governments need to support millions of smallholder farmers in sub-

Saharan Africa as the agriculture sector bears the brunt of COVID-19 lockdowns and trade restrictions, scientists say.”  

 At EATBETA, we believe that the effort to support and train smallholder farmers in sub-Saharan Africa, cannot be 

solely handled by governments. This is going to be a collaborative effort which will involve both the private and public sectors, 

including non-profit organizations like EATBETA. The efforts of EATBETA are crucial at this time, and we would like to 

remind our readers and supporters of three important aspects about EATBETA: our Vision, Mission, and What We Do. The 

vision (which also makes the acronym) of EATBETA is to Evangelize Africa Through Business Empowerment and Trans-

forming Agriculture. The above vision is supported by our mission, which is, to transform rural livelihoods by alleviating un-

employment, food and water shortage in Uganda and across sub-Saharan Africa.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 In pursuit of the above vision and mission, we work to drastically improve the physical and spiritual welfare of people 

in rural farming communities by collaborating with the community leaders (e.g. Faith leaders) to train farmers in a variety of 

skills to enable them to enhance their own livelihoods in a sustainable manner. Community leadership provides us the perfect 

conduit to reach out to each community with the various programs provided by EATBETA. The training programs are partic-

ularly designed to help rural farmers learn more efficient and more profitable farming (crop and livestock) techniques, and also 

to enable rural farmers to acquire practical and valueable skills such as farm-harvest processing, welding, beekeeping, carpentry, 

sewing, weaving, pottery, bricklaying, and other complementary skills. In addition to providing training to rural farmers, EAT-

BETA is involved in facilitating the construction of hand-dug water wells in rural communities. Most rural communities in 

sub-Saharan Africa have a serious shortage of clean water; thus, our goal is to construct hand-dug water wells, particularly, in 

the villages where EATBETA carries out training and outreach programs. EATBETA’s programs are much more successful in 

rural communities where we establish water wells. 

 The COVID-19 pandemic has exacerbated the poverty trap for several rural communities in sub-Saharan Africa, ap-

parently, due to a decline in economic activities and agro-activity—which was already suffering as a result of subsistence farm-

ing on fragmented farmland. More than ever, the efforts of EATBETA are critically important to help and address the chal-

lenges which have emerged due to COVID-19; and these efforts are geared towards supporting and training smallholder farm-

ers in Uganda and across sub-Saharan Africa. 
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Featured Article: 
Africa’s smallholders to bear the brunt of  COVID-19  

 Governments need to support millions of smallholder farmers in sub-Saharan Africa as the agriculture sector bears the 

brunt of COVID-19 lockdowns and trade restrictions, scientists say. According to the UN Food and Agriculture Organiza-

tion’s Africa Agriculture Outlook 2016-2025, smallholder farms form about 80 per cent of all farms in sub-Saharan Africa 

and directly employ more than 

175 million people. “Matters 

are grim with supply chains for 

agricultural activities disrupted 

by travel restrictions, lockdowns, 

containment and dependency on 

donations from advanced econo-

mies pulverized by the pandem-

ic,” says Ruth Oniang’o, a food 

scientist and joint winner of the 

2017 Africa Food Prize, in an 

interview with SciDev.Net. “Its 

[COVID-19] impact could be 

far reaching because it is not 

understood in terms of where it 

is going and for how long it will 

remain,” Oniang’o adds.  

 Francs Nanga’yo, senior manager at the African Agricultural Technology Foundation (AATF), explains that the 

COVID-19 pandemic could lead to loss of crucial income and food security, citing a reduced labor force due to sickness and 

death, particularly of elderly farmers in their 60s and beyond who comprise a majority in farming. 

 Daniel Willy, program officer for agricultural policy and economics at the AATF, says there could be an increase of 

25 per cent of people facing hunger due to low food production. He forecasts a recession for most of the sub-Saharan Africa 

countries as an agricultural slowdown drastically reduces gross domestic products, adding that the pandemic could make about 

27 million people extremely poor. “Economic growth will reduce drastically to about 1.8 per cent in the best-case scenario or 

a contraction of 2.6 per cent in its worst-case scenario,” Willy tells SciDev.Net. 

 But Stephen Mugo, Africa regional representative at the International Maize and Wheat Improvement Center, Kenya, 

says that the pandemic could offer opportunities such as rebuilding resilient local and regional supply chains… “COVID-19 

will make African governments identify agriculture as an essential sector that deserves maximum support and protection,” ex-

plains Mugo. “Urgent action is needed to ensure that adequate credit and other support are available when and where needed 

to strengthen farmers’ ability to deliver.”  

 …the dusk-to-dawn curfew resulting from COVID-19 has resulted in harvested crop remaining uncollected, compro-

mising quality with subsequent lower prices or some harvests being thrown away with immense losses. For farmers of perisha-

ble products such as milk, fruits and vegetables, COVID-19 dictates a choice between throw-away prices and utter wastage.  

 

Source: https://www.scidev.net/sub-saharan-africa  
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Way Forward: 
EATBETA’s commitment to its objectives is now more urgent  

 The year 2020 will go down in history books as one of the most challenging years, with adversities that most of us 

have never experienced in our lifetime. The number of lives that will ultimately be impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic is 

unprecedented; it is estimated that 130 million people will be pushed to the brink of starvation by the end of this year as a 

result.* Whereas the developed nations of the world have the tenacity to “quickly” recover from the aftermath, it might take 

several decades for the nations in sub-Saharan Africa to recover. However, with collaborative effort from the private and pub-

lic sectors, including non-profit organizations, recovery should be much faster. To this end, EATBETA is energized and com-

mitted to its objectives outlined below, and we humbly call upon you to join hands in pursuing these objectives: 

• Train rural farmers in modern farming techniques. 

• Train rural farmers in business empowering skills. 

• Minister to the social, economic & spiritual needs of rural communities.    

• Provide clean water to rural communities through facilitating hand-dug water wells 

In achieving the above objectives, we believe that rural livelihoods in sub-Saharan Africa will be transformed for the better. 

*https://www.france24.com/en/20200422-un-says-food-shortages-due-to-covid-19-pandemic-could-lead-to-humanitarian-catastrophe 

Group picture with participants at an EATBETA’s Summer 2019 training session in Kamuli district, Uganda 

https://www.france24.com/en/20200422-un-says-food-shortages-due-to-covid-19-pandemic-could-lead-to-humanitarian-catastrophe
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Did you miss EATBETA Spring 2020 Newsletter?  
Visit www.eatbeta.org/about/newsletters 

https://eatbeta.org/about/newsletters/

