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EATBETA Team
USA Team
Dr. Julius Sonko (Executive Director); Mr. Robert Erger (President); Dr. David Hightower (Secretary); Mr. Jaime
Fernandes (Treasurer); Pastor Moses Akitwine (Board Member); Mr. Tim Hayes (Board Advisor); Mr. Bill Krisher
(Board Advisor); Judge Sam Griffith (Board Advisor); and Mr. Rhyne Cureton (Board Advisor).
Africa Team
Bishop Jasper Safari (Chairperson); Dr. Robert Kawuma (Treasurer); Mr. Brian Lubowa (Secretary);
Ms. Meria Kiyaraganise (Board Member); and Mr. Franco Kijambogo (Coordinator).
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EATBETA Summer 2019 Mission:
Highlights and accomplishments of EATBETA Summer 2019 Mission
A team of four volunteers (Dr. Julius Sonko, Mr. Rhyne Cureton, Mr. Kirk Harry, and Ms. Martha Harry) traveled to Uganda to participate, as trainers, in EATBETA’s third annual summer mission. The mission, which took place from July 29 to
August 9, 2019, was successfully accomplished; listed below are key highlights of the mission’s accomplishments:
•

212 trainees participated in training workshops conducted at three different rural locations: Kiteezi village in Wakiso district, Bendegere village in Nakaseke district, and Butabala village in Kamuli district.

•

This year’s training theme was “Farming as a Business.” Most rural farmers undertake farming in order to have food for
their own consumption. They sell any excess for income, used primarily for household necessities. EATBETA would like
to see Ugandan rural farmers treating farming as a profitable and sustainable business venture.

•

Six of the eight hand-dug water wells which have been constructed to-date were launched. Training and outreach activities
were conducted in the localities where the water wells were launched.

Rhyne, Julius & Kirk training rural farmers in various aspects including livestock nutrition, farm finance management, & rural co-ops

Group photo of training participants at Butabala village in Kamuli district
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Water Well Project Update:
More hand-dug water wells have been constructed!
To this day, EATBETA has completed eight hand-dug water
wells which will provide clean water to those rural areas where
lack of clean water has been a persistent problem. Availing Ugandan rural areas with clean water is a critical part of EATBETA’s
mission—to transform rural livelihoods by alleviating unemployment, food and water shortages. Our goal is to construct more
water wells, particularly in the villages where EATBETA carries
out training and outreach programs. EATBETA’s programs are
much more successful in rural communities where we establish
water wells. In constructing a hand-dug water well, the villagers
are involved in the process; either by digging the hole themselves
or by providing local materials, such as bricks or sand, needed in
the construction of the well. Then EATBETA uses funds raised
through donations, to build the water well and to purchase materials which the villagers cannot afford—such as cement, hand
pumps, water tanks, pipes, etc. Involving the villagers yields two
important benefits. Firstly, villagers take ownership of the project
and they feel engaged in the process. Secondly, it helps to minimize the construction cost to about $2,000 per well. We humbly
welcome donations toward this effort. I can’t begin to describe
the joy that is expressed by the villagers in elaborate celebrations
when a water well is launched in their community. More importantly, the availability of clean water enables rural communities to avoid infections and diseases resulting from using stagnant
pond water. More details about the water well project are available at www.eatbeta.org/water-wells

Rural kids fetching and drinking water from a dirty pond

Rural kids drinking clean and sparkling water from one of the new EATBETA hand-dug water wells
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Mutual Partnership Formed:
An MOU was signed between EATBETA, NCA&T, and MAKCOVAB

On June 10, 2019, a five-year Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) was signed between EATBETA International Foundation, North Carolina A&T State University (NCA&T), and Makerere University (represented by the College of Veterinary
Medicine, Animal Resources and Biosecurity – MAKCOVAB). The parties agreed to jointly participate in programs where
NCA&T will refer student volunteers to participate in rural community engagement activities in Uganda, organized by EATBETA. MAKCOVAB will provide mentorship, supervision and assessment to the student volunteers participating in the rural
community engagement activities—such as rural farmer training initiatives. The initial project collaboration effort is expected
to be implemented during the summer of 2020.

EATBETA and MAKCOVAB representatives pose for a group photo after a way-forward meeting session
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EATBETA Connects With Rotary:
EATBETA receives a grant from the H-E-B Rotary Club
Solving real problems takes real commitment and vision. For more than 110
years, Rotary members have used their passion, energy, and intelligence to take
action on sustainable projects. From literacy and peace to water and health, they
work to better our world. The Hurst-Euless-Bedford Rotary Club is among the
35,000 plus clubs working together to promote peace, fight disease, provide
clean water, sanitation, and hygiene, save mothers and children, support education, and grow local economies. In support of EATBETA’s water well project,
the H-E-B Rotary club extended a grant to sponsor the construction of two water wells in Uganda. The donated water wells were constructed at Zirobwe village in Luwero district and at Bendegere village in Nakaseke districts. Both water wells were launched during EATBETA’s
summer 2019 mission and they now provide clean water to numerous families in those two villages. We hope that other organizations like Rotary, as well as individuals, will join together in the effort to provide clean, disease-free water to Ugandan
rural communities. More details about the water well project are available at www.eatbeta.org/water-wells

Launching water wells at Zirobwe and Bendegere villages in Uganda, donated by the H-E-B Rotary Club
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EATBETA Summer 2020 Mission:
An opportunity to volunteer at EATBETA Summer 2020 Mission
This is an opportunity of a lifetime! Enjoy a summer trip to Africa as you volunteer your skills to train and reach out to rural
communities. The summer 2020 mission is scheduled to take place from July 27 through August 7, 2020 in Uganda. If you
are not personally able to go, we encourage you to financially support a volunteer who is able to go.

One of the rural communities that has benefited from EATBETA’s training and outreach programs

Purpose
The mission of EATBETA is to transform rural livelihoods by alleviating unemployment, food and water shortage in Uganda
and across sub-Saharan Africa. In order to pursue and achieve this mission, EATBETA relies primarily on volunteers who are
willing to go to Uganda and get involved in training and outreach with rural communities. We need volunteers from various
fields and professional backgrounds (agriculture, business, medical, faith-based, construction, etc.). When we carry out mission
programs in a rural community, every skill set is needed so as to bring about a holistic impact in that community.
Cost
The cost per person is $3,000 and the breakdown is as follows:
• Mission Registration Fee: $250
• Airfare (Return ticket): $1,750
• Entry Visa (East Africa): $100
• Travel Insurance ($5 x 12 days): $60
• Accommodation ($50 x 12 days): $600
• Meals ($20 x 12 days): $240
For more details about EATBETA Summer 2020 Mission, and to register, please visit www.eatbeta.org/summer2020
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Vote of Thanks
EATBETA wishes to extend heartfelt thanks and appreciation to all those (donors, partners, and volunteers) whose invaluable
support and participation made EATBETA's summer 2019 mission successful. Special thanks go to Kirk & Martha Harry
who, besides volunteering during the summer 2019 mission, financially donated towards the construction of a water well in
Kamuli district. That water well will provide lasting clean and disease-free water to the grateful people of Butanzi village!

Feedback
“Dear EATBETA, the pastor together with the leadership of PraiseGates Church wish to thank you for the privilege and opportunity that was given to our church and the community when we had two days of serious training–during the summer
2019 mission. The workshop and training in Kitetikka community attracted over fifty women and six men. We are getting
testimonies from people who had given up on farming, because of very low outputs and results, but are now back! One of
them, my wife (Violet), had given up on farming; but because of the knowledge she acquired during the workshops, she is now
reinvigorated. Thank you EATBETA for your support. We wish that this kind of training programs could spread to other
communities. In addition to that, we have members of our church who have opened new businesses after learning how to do
business God’s way!. We thank God for the EATBETA team that provided the training, and we humbly request that you keep
coming to help and equip our community. Thank you and may the Lord bless you for this timely Vision!”
—Pastor Jonathan Lubinga, Lead Pastor, PraiseGates Church, Komamboga, Wakiso District, Uganda.
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Get Involved
You can get involved with ETABTEA in various ways including donating, partnering, or volunteering.
For a additional information on how you can get involved, please visit www.eatbeta.org/involved
EATBETA International Foundation is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization

Contact Us
For more information about EATBETA’s efforts and programs, please contact us:
P.O. Box 1190, Euless, TX 76039
(214)226-8249/(214)884-5114
info@eatbeta.org

_______________
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Did you miss EATBETA Summer 2019 Newsletter?
Visit www.eatbeta.org/about/newsletters

© 2019 EATBETA International Foundation
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